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A New Zoominar for Summer 2024
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CommonApp Handbook: A Harvard Ph.D.'s guide to getting &
CommonA into selective colleges in the age of dwindling admissions
HANDBOOK PP rates without lying, cheating, or bribing Paperback - January 21,
A Harvard Ph.D’s guid o selective 2020

3 by Dr. Michael J. Youmans (Author), William N. Burstein (lllustrator), Libby Phillips (Contributor)

e
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Ph.D. in Secondary Curriculum & Instruction and College admissions consultant of over 30 years, Michael J. Youmans, aka
Dr. Yo, provides insider information about the college admissions process with an emphasis on completing the Common
App. Used by students over the past seven years in Dr. Yo's Common App Boot Camps——100% of whom were admitted td
at least one of their top three schools—this handbook will make students feel confident no matter where they're
applying. It provides BOTH step-by-step instruction from Dr. Yo about how to fill out every question on the Common App
AAND form-by-form strategic packaging advice about how to get the most out of each section to cast you in the best
possible light on your best possible day. The CommonApp Handbook also offers specific impressive language to use and
examples of activities and essays that helped past students get into their top choices!
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Tonite’s Zoominar Has Growh out of
1§ Years of Common App Boot Camps

CommonApp Boot Camp At CPE

CommonApp Boot Camp June 17-21, 2024
‘ .

I signed up mostly just to (
get my college apps done. What

I got was a polished CommonApp
I'm super proud of!"

5 Days during the SUMMER !!

Christian

SUMMER 2024 Dates and Registration
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Three pr&mo\rv Ways to “F’Plj
to US. Colleges in 2024

CommoMApp

Universal AF’F’ comman
Indvidual School AF'F?s

https: //www.commonapp.org/
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a Popular

Your future
starts here

Apply to college for the first time or transfer to "

PN d g
Ve cre Y SQMS Lb Lﬁ complete your degree. Navigate your entire college .-}{
) G

application journey with Common App.

& Convenient
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Current Data Corroborate
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& “In 2023 836,679 distinct first-year applicants applied to 834 Common App
colleges, representing an increase of 41% over 2019-20 (592,390 applicants),

the last school year when applications were not affected by the Covid-19
pandemic.”

& “Total application volume to returning Common App member schools through
November 1, 2023 rose 65% from 2019-20 (2,028,507) to 202324
(3,353,516).”

Forbes (https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeltnietzel/2023/11/27/applications-to-college-for-2024-show-strong-early-surge/)



https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeltnietzel/2023/11/27/applications-to-college-for-2024-show-strong-early-surge/
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Two Mai Tk@.m /
Apptwaémv\ Writing Goals

BQVQ{OP Two ‘P&TQLL@.L Grades, Courses, Outside Readglg §Tudies/_In‘reresTs
Narrakives Standardized Tests, Research Projects, Big Essays

1. Academic
2. Personal

Schoolrear‘ Activities, Athletics, Community Service/Voluteering,
Values/Beliefs, Summer Activities, Jobs, Internships + wildcard OTHER
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Welcome, Michael!
common CAID 14098511

app Q dryo@collegeprepexpress.com

College Search | Financial Aid

_ Dashboard My Colleges Common App College Search Financial Aid
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R — I S&T’O\EES Les O\V\d &E«PS Profile

Add your termn or adrmission plan I Profile

/' Application - In progress.
Family

Show more details

Boston College
Add your term or admission plan O r e& m

Education

& T' S Qt‘& E.»O M ==t Legal first/given name*

Activities Michael

-

/' Application I progress

Show more details
Writing

Cornell University

< s AEEES Would you like to share a different first name that people call
dd your term or admission plan

0 college(s) require you?
/' Application - In progress

. O Yes
/' Witing Supplement — In progress

Show more details O No

‘Add your term or admission plan
/" Application - In progress
/' Writing Supplement ~ In progress Middle name

Show more details [ |

Fordham University
Add your term or admission plan
/' Application - In progress Last/family/surname

Youmans
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Two Major, Separate
C.Om?omev\&s

1.CommonApp Tab
a Goes to ALL Colleges

a What most people are referring to
when they say "CommonApp”

2. ‘Bo\skbmo\rd/m¥ Colleges
Tab aka Supplements:

Legal first/given name*

Michael

‘Would you like to share a different first name that people call

1.Goes to Individual Colleges along
wikh CommohApp Tab
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CommonAp Tab
3 Major Sections

1. SE«MFLQ. F:OT'MS \\* I Profile

Family
Personal

2— . Aﬁ& E«VE«E E«QS ‘ Education

Testing

3. Writing _
"

Courses & Grades
0O college(s) require
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How Distinguish Yourself

& Accurake

a Formal rone
Family

LO 3 LCO\L Education

Testing

and Personal Narrakives
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Activities Tab: MmosT IMPORTANAT to
Developing 3-D Self
How Distinguish Yourself

& Robust (max out the Dekails (aim iy
for 130-180 characters each),

& Focus ol YOUR cownbributions not

Cultural
. ; et
dekails about the club Dence ,
Athletics: Club Debate/Speech Foreign Language
Athletics: JV/Varsity Environmental Journalism/Publication
: . Career Orientsd . . Junior RO.T.C.
@ Well-ordered and strategically Communty Senio Nokstes Fomi espensiives |
Foreign Exchange

Computer/Technology

“iji,fie.ci” ko best suik your o Lo 1 e ki
academic/[aersomat narrakive Student GovtPolics

Music: Instrumental
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W &mjg T‘& h :
Alkea The Personal Essaj

How Distinguish Yourself

*Make them fall in love with youx

8 Kej Elements

& Passionate & Self-Reflective/ Iv\&rospea&va
& Likoble & Debailed

& Anecdotbal




Specializing in Today’s Top Three Admissions Criteria

CollegePrepExpress
The Fastest Route to Admissions
(413) 329-7540

Test Scores

Dashboard/My Colleges Tabs

alea Supptemen&s

a Two kinds of S”'FPLQMQM& App Ihers

1. Questions (e.q., early or reqular admissions,
intended areas of s udy, start date)

2. Essajs

L8

& Should moake sense of the academic and
personat narratives created in the
CommanApP tab
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Dashboard/My Colleges Tabs

alea Supptemen&s

How Distinquish Yourself

@& Demonstrate Informed Interest about particular colleges

& Focus on the specific reasons you want to attend each individual
school

a When asked, "Why do you want to go here?” Dont reply with why
you want to g0 to COL?

eqge




& Download a copy
tallke: CollegePre pExpress —> Resources ity
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d CommonApp
HAN HANDBOOK

O “f Ek E«S ZCQ O M E«V\,Qr Dr. Yo's 30 years of counseling experience,

strategies, and instructions packed into a single,

Ama zon

a CommonApp Handbook available on

CommonApp Boot Cat

, I signed up mostly just to
: get my college apps done. What
dt=l I got was a polished CommonApp
T'm super proud of!"

ROZ24

Commov\Ay? Book C‘.amgs Sumwmer

SUMMER 2024 Dates and Registration



https://www.amazon.com/CommonApp-Handbook-selective-dwindling-admissions/dp/1085801268
https://www.amazon.com/CommonApp-Handbook-selective-dwindling-admissions/dp/1085801268
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
https://www.amazon.com/CommonApp-Handbook-selective-dwindling-admissions/dp/1085801268/

