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Three primary ways to apply 
to U.S. Colleges in 2024

CommonApp 
Universal App 
Indvidual School Apps 

https://www.commonapp.org/



CommonApp Is King

Popular 

Convenient 

Sensible



Current Data Corroborate 
CA’s Popularity

“In 2023 836,679 distinct first-year applicants applied to 834 Common App 
colleges, representing an increase of 41% over 2019–20 (592,390 applicants), 
the last school year when applications were not affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic.” 

“Total application volume to returning Common App member schools through 
November 1, 2023 rose 65% from 2019–20 (2,028,507) to 2023–24 
(3,353,516).” 

                                                                                         Forbes (https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeltnietzel/2023/11/27/applications-to-college-for-2024-show-strong-early-surge/) 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeltnietzel/2023/11/27/applications-to-college-for-2024-show-strong-early-surge/


Two Main Themes / 
Application Writing Goals

Develop Two Parallel 
Narratives 

1. Academic 

2. Personal



Virtual Tour of CommonApp

Strategies and tips 

for each major section



Two Major, Separate 
Components

1.CommonApp Tab 
Goes to ALL Colleges  

What most people are referring to 
when they say “CommonApp” 

2. Dashboard/My Colleges 
Tab aka Supplements:  

1.Goes to Individual Colleges along 
with  CommonApp Tab



CommonApp Tab 
3 Major Sections

1. Simple Forms 

2. Activities 

3. Writing 



How Distinguish Yourself 

Accurate 

Formal 

Logical 

Sequential to Best Suit Academic 
and Personal Narratives

Simple Forms



Activities Tab: MOST IMPORTANAT to 
Developing 3-D Self 
How Distinguish Yourself 

Robust (max out the Details (aim 
for 130-150 characters each),  

Focus on YOUR contributions not 
details about the club 

Well-ordered and strategically 
“Typified” to best suit your 
academic/personal narrative 



Writing Tab, 
Aka The Personal Essay

How Distinguish Yourself 

*Make them fall in love with you*
5 Key Elements 

Passionate 

Likable 

Anecdotal

Self-Reflective/Introspective 

Detailed



Dashboard/My Colleges Tabs 
aka Supplements

Two kinds of Supplement App Items 

1. Questions (e.g., early or regular admissions, 
intended areas of study, start date)  

2. Essays  

Should make sense of the academic and 
personal narratives created in the 
CommonApp tab



Dashboard/My Colleges Tabs 
aka Supplements

Demonstrate Informed Interest about particular colleges  

Focus on the specific reasons you want to attend each individual 
school 

When asked, “Why do you want to go here?” Don’t reply with why 
you want to go to college

How Distinguish Yourself 



More Info
Download a copy of this Zoominar 
talk: CollegePrepExpress —> Resources 

CommonApp Handbook available on 
Amazon 

CommonApp Boot Camps Summer 
2024

https://www.amazon.com/CommonApp-Handbook-selective-dwindling-admissions/dp/1085801268
https://www.amazon.com/CommonApp-Handbook-selective-dwindling-admissions/dp/1085801268
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
https://www.amazon.com/CommonApp-Handbook-selective-dwindling-admissions/dp/1085801268/

